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Thank you Mr. President.
I am delivering this statement on behalf of the Arab Humanists and the British Humanist Association.
We welcome the report from the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly
and association, in particular his insistence that ‘States cannot claim to uphold assembly and
association rights when they criminalize freedom of religious (or irreligious) expression and
thought.’1
The human rights situation in Egypt is gravely concerning; the anti-atheist hate campaign of 2014 has
continued, with prison sentences being handed down to two individuals in early 2015 for allegedly
‘spreading immoral vales and abnormal thoughts’, ‘defending homosexuality’ and ‘insulting the
divine’.2 Numerous human rights defenders have been subjected to harassment from Egyptian
authorities and legal penalties, including the freezing of assets and travel bans.3 This infringes a
myriad of rights which extend to all, including individuals who form ‘associations with goals that may
be perceived as “political”’.4
In Saudi Arabia, ‘public non-Muslim places of worship are not allowed’, and blasphemy and apostasy
are criminalized, with the latter being punishable by death.5 It is a criminal act of terrorism for an
individual or association to call for atheist thought in any form, borne from the ‘intractable
connection between state identity, the ruling royal family and the religious establishment’.6 This
intolerance has resulted in several prolific imprisonments, including that of Raif Badawi and his
lawyer Waleed Abu al-Khair, who began a hunger strike earlier this month to protest the prison
authorities’ refusal to provide him with adequate medical care.7
The targeting of human rights defenders and severely restricting freedom of religion or belief has
direct implications for the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and association, and a plethora of
other human rights. We call on those States whose legal codes mandate and condone the
persecution of political dissenters, human rights defenders, and religious and belief minorities to
repeal these oppressive laws, and ensure that their fundamental human rights are promoted and
respected.
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Thank you.

President: Shappi Khorsandi. Vice Presidents: Professor Jim Al-Khalili OBE, Professor A C Grayling, Polly Toynbee.
Registered Charity No. 285987

A company limited by guarantee, registered in England No. 228781

